Grup infractional specializat in contrabanda cu tigari, cu ramificatii la nivel
international, destructurat de politistii de frontiera romani

Politistii de frontiera din cadrul Directiei de Combatere a Migratiei llegale si a Infractionalitatii
Transfrontaliere (IGPF) si Géarzii de Coasta, sub coordonarea procurorului Parchetul de pe
langé Curtea de Apel Constanta, cu suportul de specialitate al politigtilor din cadrul Directiei
de Operatiuni Speciale - IGPR, au destructurat un grup infractional care desfasura
activitati ilicite in sfera contrabandei cu {igari si care avea ramificatii la nivel international.

Pentru anihilarea grupului infractional, autoritatile roméane au colaborat cu Oficiul European
de Lupta AntiFrauda (OLAF), Guardia Civil din Spania, Politia Nationalad Bulgard, SELEC si
agentiile britanice  HMRC (Vama Britanica) si NCA (UK National Crime Agency).

In perioada monitorizéarii activitatii infractionale, politistii de frontierd au descoperit si retinut in
vederea confiscarii peste 414.000 pachete cu tigari marca Marble provenite din
contrabanda, in valoare de aproximativ un milion de euro.

In data de 28 martie a.c. sunt desfasurate 38 perchezitii domiciliare in Roménia la membrii
grupdrii, in mai multe locatii de pe raza judetelor Constanta, Dolj, Bistrita Ndséud, Arad,
Timig si Bucuresti, la care participa politisti de frontiera si reprezentanti ai Brigazii Speciale
de Interventie a Jandarmeriei.

Concomitent, autoritatile spaniole vor efectua 51 de perchezitii in Spania care vizeaza
membrii ai aceleiasi grupari, cetdteni romani, bulgari si spanioli, implicati Tn valorificarea
tigarilor in acel stat.

Urmare a activitatilor specifice de politie judiciara desfasurate la nivelul Directiei de
Combatere a Migratiei llegale si a Infractionalitatii Transfrontaliere din Inspectoratul General
al Politiei de Frontiera si Garzii de Coasta, in cooperare, pe anumite momente operative cu
Inspectoratul Teritorial al Politiei de Frontiera Giurgiu, sub directa coordonare a
procurorului de caz din cadrul Parchetului de pe ldanga Curtea de Apel Constanta, in
perioada decembrie 2015 -2017 s-a realizat documentarea activitatilor infractionale
desfasurate de un grup infractional ce actiona pe raza judetelor Constanta, Dolj, Bistrita
Nasaud, Arad, Timis si Bucuresti, cu ramificatii la nivel international, in sfera faptelor de
contrabanda cu {igari.

la nivel international, cu Oficiul European de Lupta AntiFrauda (OLAF), Guardia Civil din
Spania, Politia Nationala Bulgara, agentiile britanice HMRC (Her Majesty’s Revenue and
Customs — Vama Britanica) si NCA (UK National Crime Agency), reprezentantii SELEC si au
beneficiat de sprijinul atasatului de interne din Spania.

Grupul infractional era format din cetateni romani, ajutati de cetateni bulgari si de alti cetateni
romani rezidenti in Spania. Acestia procurau tigari de contrabanda de pe teritoriul Bulgariei,
le transportau cu diferite mijloace auto, conduse de cetateni romani ori straini si le
transportau pe teritoriul Spaniei, unde le depozitau si le comercializau pe piata neagra.

Pentru data de 28 martie a.c., au fost emise 38 de mandate de catre un judecator de drepturi
si libertati de la Judecatoria Constanta, in baza carora se efectueaza perchezitii domiciliare,



efectuate impreuna cu lucratori ai Brigazii Speciale de Interventie a Jandarmeriei in vederea
descoperirii de tigari provenite din contrabanda, documente de transport falsificate, sume de
bani rezultate din valorificarea tigarilor si alte bunuri a caror detinere este interzisa de lege.

In interesul anchetei sunt citate pentru audieri persoanele implicate in activitatea de
contrabanda cu tigari, atat la sediul Parchetului de pe langa Curtea de Apel Constanta, cat si
la sediul Garzii de Coasta.

Concomitent cu desfasurarea activitatilor de urmarire penald de catre politisti romani,
autoritatile spaniole efectueaza 51 de perchezitii pe teritoriul Spaniei, la persoane implicate
in contrabanda cu tigari, cetateni romani bulgari si spanioli.

Totul a inceput in luna decembrie a anului 2015 cand, in urma unor perchezitii efectuate la
domiciliul cetateanului roman Cosmin E, in varsta de 37 ani, domiciliat pe raza judetului Dolj,
cunoscut ca fiind implicat in contrabanda cu tigari, s-a constat ca in curtea imobilului se afla
parcat un ansamblu rutier (camion cu cisterne), inmatriculat in Bulgaria, modificat si adaptat
transportului de tigari de contrabanda, prin adaugarea unei platforme de beton in greutate de
14 tone, pe sasiul autocisternei, astfel incat incarcatura de produs lichid de pe documentele
false de transport sa corespunda cu masa totala a autovehiculului, care avea confectionate
spatii de depozitare construite special pentru a ascunde marfuri, altele decat lichide.

In luna martie a anului 2016, in urma activittilor specifice de supraveghere informativ-
operativa, politistii de frontiera din cadrul Inspectoratului General al Politiei de Frontiera
Romane si ai Garzii de Coasta, sub coordonarea procurorului din cadrul Parchetului Curtii
de Apel Constanta, au urmarit si identificat pe raza judetului Dolj o alta autocisterna cu
numere de R. Bulgaria, modificata prin adaugarea unei platforme de 24 de tone ciment
pentru transportul tigarilor de contrabanda. Din datele de ancheta a rezultat ca soferul
autocisternei actiona pe ruta Bulgaria - Romania si transporta tigari de contrabanda pe raza
judetului Dolj. In urma controlului efectuat in autocisterna a fost identificatéd o usd de acces
spre un spatiu special amenajat in care au fost descoperite aproximativ 160.000 pachete cu
tigari. Soferul autocisternei a fost trimis in judecata si condamnat definitiv pentru comiterea
infractiunii de contrabanda si uz de fals.

Grupul a fost monitorizat, efectuandu-se schimburi de informatii cu autoritatile din Bulgaria si
Spania, ocazie cu care reprezentantii celor doua state au precizat ca au identificat si pe
teritoriul lor astfel de moduri de operare pentru transportul tigarilor de contrabanda.

In luna iunie a anului 2016, politistii de frontiera au identificat, la intrarea in tara prin PTF
Bechet, un autocamion cu numere de R. Bulgaria, despre care detineau informatii ca ar fi
folosit pentru transportul unei importante cantitati de tigari de contrabanda ascunse in role de
hartie, cu destinatia Slovacia. Continuand monitorizarea mijlocului de transport, s-a constatat
ca acesta si-a schimbat directia de deplasare, pana la domiciliul unui cetatean roman de pe
raza judetului Dolj.

in baza mandatelor de perchezitie domiciliara, eliberate de judecatorul de Drepturi si Libertati
din cadrul Judecatoriei Constanta, au fost efectuate doud perchezitii domiciliare, fiind
identificat, ascuns intr-o parcare, mijlocul de transport, abandonat de soferul bulgar. In urma
identificarii acestuia, a fost formulatd propunerea de arestare in lipsa, iar Judecatoria
Constanta a emis mandat de arestare si mandat european de arestare pe numele acestuia.



intreaga cantitate de tigarete descoperita in ambele cazuri, 414.980 pachete marca
MARBLE in valoare de aproximativ 4.149.800 lei, precum si vehiculele au fost
indisponibilizate la sediul Garzii de Coasta.

Documentarea si solutionarea acestui caz a fost posibila si ca urmare a suportul tehnic de
specialitate si sprijin/cooperare pe segmentul de supraveghere operativa al lucratorilor din
cadrul D.O.S./ IG.P.R. si structurile subordonate.

In cauza, cercetarile sunt continuate sub coordonarea unui procuror din cadrul Parchetului
Curiii de Apel Constanta, pentru savarsirea infractiunii de contrabanda calificata cu tigari,
fapta prevazuta si pedepsita de art. 270, alin. 3 coroborat cu art. 274 din Legea 86/2006
privind Codul Vamal al Romaniei. Activitatile de politie judiciara continua pentru solutionarea
justa si completa a cauzei, urmand a fi ini{iata si derulatd procedura de asistenta judiciara
internationala.

in functie de rezultatul activitatilor aflate in curs de desfasurare, urmeaza a fi informat& opinia
publica, cu pastrarea confidentialitatii urmaririi penale.

Criminal group specialized in cigarette smuggling, with branches at international level,
dismantled by the Romanian border guards

The border guards within the Directorate for Countering lllegal Migration and Cross-Border
Crime (GIBP) and the Coast Guard, under the coordination of the prosecutor of the
Prosecutor’s Office attached to the Constanta Appeal Court, with the special support of the
policemen within the Directorate for Special Operations — General Inspectorate of Romanian
Police, dismantled a criminal group which was carrying out illegal activities related to
cigarette smuggling and which had branches at international level.

In order to dismantle the criminal group, the Romanian authorities collaborated with the
European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF), the Spanish Guardia Civil, the Bulgarian National
Police, SELEC and British agencies HMRC (British Customs) and NCA (UK National Crime
Agency).

During the monitoring of the criminal activity, the border guards detected and confiscated
more than 414,000 packets of cigarettes of Marble brand originating from the activity of
smuggling, amounting to approximately one million euro.

On 28.03.2017, 38 house searches were carried out in Romania, at the group members in
several locations on the radius of Constanta, Dolj, Bistrita N&saud, Arad, Timis and
Bucharest counties, in which border guards and representatives of the Special Intervention
Brigade of the Gendarmerie participated.

At the same time, the Spanish authorities carried out 51 searches in Spain targeting the
members of the same group - Romanian, Bulgarian and Spanish citizens involved in the
trading of the cigarettes in that country.

As a result of the specific activities of the judicial police carried out at the level of the
Directorate for Countering lllegal Migration and Cross-Border Crime within the General
Inspectorate of Border Police and Coast Guard, in cooperation with the Giurgiu Territorial



Inspectorate of Border Police, under the direct coordination of the case prosecutor
within the Prosecutor’s Office attached to the Constanta Appeal Court, between
December 2015-2017, the documentation of criminal activities in the field of cigarette
smuggling was carried out, developed by a criminal group acting on the radius of Constanta,
Dolj, Bistrita Nasaud, Arad, Timig and Bucharest counties, with branches at international
level.

In order to document the entire criminal activity, the Romanian border guards cooperated at
international level with the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF), the Spanish Guardia Civil,
the Bulgarian National Police, British agencies HMRC (Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs
— British Customs) and NCA (UK National Crime Agency), SELEC representatives and were
supported by the Spanish Attaché.

The criminal group was made up of Romanian citizens, supported by Bulgarian citizens and
other Romanian citizens residing in Spain. They obtained the smuggled cigarettes from
Bulgaria. They transported them by different transportation means driven by Romanian or
foreign citizens and were taken onto the Spanish territory, where the smuggled cigarettes
were stored and traded on the black market.

On 28.03.2017, 38 warrants were issued by a judge of Rights and Freedoms in Constanta
Court, based on which house searches were carried out, together with the employees of the
Special Intervention Brigade within the Gendarmerie in order to detect the smuggled
cigarettes, falsified transportation of documents, amounts of money resulting from the trading
of cigarettes and other goods whose possession is forbidden by law.

For the convenience of the investigation, the persons involved in the cigarette smuggling
activity were summoned for hearings both at the headquarters of the Prosecutor’s Office
attached to the Constanta Appeal Court and also at the headquarters of the Coast Guard.

In parallel with the development of criminal prosecution activities by the Romanian
policemen, the Spanish authorities carried out 51 searches on the Spanish territory, of the
persons involved in the cigarette smuggling (Romanian, Bulgarian and Spanish citizens).

It all started in December 2015 when, as a result of several searches carried out at the
residence of the Romanian citizen, Cosmin E. of 37 years old, residing on the radius of Dol
county, who was known as being involved in cigarette smuggling, it was ascertained that a
combination of vehicles (truck and tank) were parked in his yard, registered in Bulgaria,
modified and adjusted for the transportation of the smuggled cigarettes, through the addition
of a concrete platform weighing 14 tons, on the chassis of the tank, so that the load of the
liquid product in the false transportation documents would coincide with the gross
vehicle mass, which had storing places specially designed for concealing merchandise,
other than liquids.

In March 2016, as a result of the specific surveillance activities, the border guards within the
General Inspectorate of the Border Police and Coast Guard, under the coordination of the
prosecutor within the Prosecutor’s Office attached to the Constanta Appeal Court, identified
on the radius of Dolj county another tank registered in Bulgaria, modified by the addition of a
concrete platform weighing 24 tons for the transportation of smuggled cigarettes. The driver
of the tank was acting on the route Bulgaria—Romania and was transporting smuggled
cigarettes on the radius of Dolj county. As a result of the control, approximately 160,000



packets of cigarettes were detected in a location specially designed for concealing
merchandise. The driver was brought before court and sentenced for committing smuggling.

The group was monitored and an information exchange took place with the authorities in
Bulgaria and Spain; on this occasion, the representatives of both countries mentioned that
they also identified the same modus operandi on their territory for the transportation of
smuggled cigarettes.

In June 2016, the border guards identified in BCP Bechet a truck registered in Bulgaria, on
which they had information that it was used for the transportation of an important quantity of
smuggled cigarettes hidden in paper rolls with Slovakia as destination. Carrying on the
monitoring of the transportation, it was ascertained that it changed route, up to the residence
of a Romanian citizen on Dolj county radius.

Based on the house search warrants issued by the judge of Rights and Freedoms within
Constanta Court, two house searches were carried out and the vehicle was detected in a
parking lot, hidden by the Bulgarian driver. As a result of his identification, the proposal of
arrest by default was issued and the Court of Constanta issued an arrest warrant and a
European arrest warrant.

The entire quantity of cigarettes detected in both cases (414,980 packets of MARBLE brand
amounting to approximately 4.149.800 lei), as well as the vehicles, were kept at the
headquarters of the Coast Guard.

The documentation and the solving of this case were possible also as a result of the special
technical support and cooperation in the operational surveillance field of the employees
within D.O.S / I.G.P.R. and subordinate structures.

The investigations are carried out under the coordination of a prosecutor within the
Prosecutor’s Office attached to the Constanta Appeal Court, for committing smuggling of
cigarettes, a deed stipulated and punished according to Article 270, paragraph (3) in
conjunction with Article 274 of Law 86/2006 on the Romanian Customs Code. The activities
related to the judicial police will carry on until the correct and complete solving of the case,
following which the international judicial assistance procedure will be initiated.

Depending on the results of the activities, the public will be informed, but maintaining the
confidentiality of the criminal prosecution.

https://www.politiadefrontiera.ro/en/main/i-criminal-group-specialized-in-cigarette-smuggling-
with-branches-at-international-level-dismantled-by-the-romanian-border-quards-7303.html
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